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First class of Forest Lake Spanish Immersion 
students ready for next step 

 
 
FOREST LAKE, MINN. – For the first time ever, 6th-grade students from Forest Lake 
Area Schools’ elementary Spanish Immersion program are getting ready to move up to 
Junior High immersion classes.  
 
These students, who were the first group to begin Spanish immersion in the district, have 
been the trailblazers for a program that has grown along with them, from their first day of 
immersion in 1st grade through this year’s 6th-grade classes.  Next year, these students 
will have the opportunity to continue their immersion education in junior high. 
 
“For several years, we have had a junior-high level Spanish Immersion program to 
support incoming students from other elementary immersion programs,” said Linda 
Madsen, superintendent of Forest Lake Area Schools. “It’s exciting that next year, our 
own immersion students will be ready to join that program.” 
 
At the junior high level, several Spanish immersion classes are available in subject like 
Science, Social Studies and Spanish (including reading, writing, culture and grammar). 
For elementary students, Forest Lake Area Schools offers a “partial-immersion” program, 
where students are taught literacy skills in English, and all other subjects in Spanish.  
 
Partial immersion students, it turns out, are more than ready for the next step. 
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“When we went to observe the immersion students at Lino Lakes Elementary and Forest 
Lake Elementary, we found they were very fluent,” said Ashley Hoffman, a teacher who 
heads up the Spanish immersion program at Southwest Junior High. 
 
When the students head to junior high next year, they’ll be able to take their Spanish 
speaking skills to the next level. 
 
“One of the things that we find in immersion students, is that they’ve learned the 
language by ear and they speak fluently, but their accuracy isn’t always refined,” said 
Hoffman. “They might use words in the wrong order, or use the wrong form of a word. 
Our Spanish classes give them the higher-level language skills they’ll need to be able to 
use Spanish in a job or other professional environment.” 
 
In addition, the Spanish immersion classes help students have a better understanding of 
cultures around the world. 
 
When asked about her favorite part of Spanish immersion, Ella Anderson, an 8th-grade 
student of Hoffman’s replied, “A mi me gusta que estoy aprendiendo diferentes culturas,” 
which means, “I like that I am learning different cultures.” Anderson went on to describe 
one of her favorite days recently where the class experienced a selection of Argentinian 
food. 
 
Students can be enrolled in Forest Lake Area Schools Spanish Immersion program when 
they enter kindergarten, or they can enter at any grade level if they can demonstrate 
appropriate fluency from another immersion program. Enrollment in a Forest Lake Area 
Schools immersion program also allows students to access the wide variety of sports, arts 
and activities available throughout their school career. 
 
An informational parent meeting about the junior high immersion program will be held 
Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Southwest Junior High School. Parents of incoming kindergarten 
students can get information at a meeting on Feb. 1 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Central 
Learning Center building.   
 
Information about Spanish immersion is also available on the district’s website at 
www.flaschools.org. 
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