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A guide to help parents and students prepare 
for kindergarten in the Forest Lake Area Schools

FOREST LAKE AREA SCHOOLS

KINDERGARTEN
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ALL-DAY, EVERY-DAY KINDERGARTEN AT NO COST

The mission of
Forest Lake Area Schools...

as a gateway to unlimited opportunities, is to ensure
that each learner will develop the skills and knowledge

necessary to experience success and personal
fulfillment while actively engaged in a global society.

Our exceptional leaders and highly-skilled, caring staff,
partnering with families and communities, will engage

students through creative, rigorous and relevant
educational experiences in culturally-responsive, safe
and technologically-advanced learning environments.

Forest Lake Area Schools Strategic Plan
Learn more on-line: www.flaschools.org

At Forest Lake Area Schools, we see kindergarten as an amazing 
adventure for children filled with wonder, creativity, fun, and of 
course learning, as they first become “students” and begin their 
lifelong educational journey.

 
We are pleased to be able to continue to offer free, all-day, every-

day kindergarten to our district families. In past years, we have 
offered this as a fee-based program, but now all of our kindergarten 

students can benefit from our all-day, every-day program at no cost.
 

This booklet will provide you with important information about our  
kindergarten programs and guide you through the registration process. It also 
includes some tips to help you prepare your child for the first day of school. 
 
If you have any questions about your child’s education, please feel free to contact 
me or the principal of your child’s school (listed on page 1).

Sincerely.

Linda M. Madsen, Ph.D.
Superintendent, Forest Lake Area Schools

WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN
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Enrollment Information
Students must be five years old on or  
before August 31, 2016, to be eligible for  
enrollment in kindergarten.

Find Your School Find out what school your 
student will attend by calling the Information 
Systems office at 651-982-8106.

Register Plan to attend your school’s 
Kindergarten Round-Up to register your 
student for kindergarten. They will be held on 
Feb. 9 at 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Registration Checklist A registration 
checklist, along with all necessary forms for 
enrollment, are included at the back of this 
booklet.

All-Day, Every-Day  
Kindergarten
All in-district and open-enrolled families are 
able to take advantage of our all-day, every-day 
kindergarten program at no cost.

Special Education Services
Our excellent special education programs are 
provided to students in all of our schools based 
on students’ Individualized Education Program 
(IEP).

School Age Care
Our School Age Care (SAC) program, (Maroon 
and Gold Kids’ Club), provides high quality 
care before and/or after school and on most 
non-school days.  

Kindergarten Immersion
Kindergarten-age children can now take 
advantage of the district’s language immersion 
program. Previously, the program included 
students no younger than 1st grade.

OUR KINDERGARTEN  
PROGRAM

School Contact 
Information

Central Montessori 
Principal Kelly Lafean 
(651) 982-3171 
http://cm.flaschools.org

Columbus Elementary 
Principal Neal Fox 
(651) 982-8902 
http:// col.flaschools.org

Forest View Elementary 
Principal Scott Urness 
(651) 982-8201 
http:// fv.flaschools.org

Lino Lakes Elementary 
Principal Ronald Burris 
(651) 982-8851 
http:// ll.flaschools.org

Linwood Elementary 
Principal Jim Caldwell 
(651) 982-1901 
http:// lw.flaschools.org

Scandia Elementary 
Principal Julie Greiman 
(651) 982-3301 
http:// sc.flaschools.org

Wyoming Elementary 
Principal Curtis Slater 
(651) 982-8001 
http:// wy.flaschools.org

Kindergarten Round-Up
Round-up is a chance for parents to learn about 
and register their children for kindergarten. 
More details about Kindergarten Round-Up 
will be coming soon from your neighborhood 
or attendance area school.

2016 Round-Up 
This year, Kindergarten Round-Up will take 
place on Tuesday, Feb. 9 at all elementary 
schools in our school district. There will be 
two sessions at every school - one at 1:30 p.m. 
and one at 6 p.m.
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SCHOOL  
REQUIREMENTS

Birth Certificate
Upon registration of your kindergarten student for school, all 
families are required to provide an official birth certificate or 
other verification of the child’s birth name and birth date.

Early Childhood Screening
In Minnesota, all children are required to complete early 
childhood screening before they enter public kindergarten. 
Screening should be done before your child is four years old. 
 
Screening is a free check of your child’s development  
(language, thinking, physical skills), height, weight, vision 
and hearing. Screening is not an examination to determine 
readiness for school. Its purpose is to identify conditions 
which might interfere with your child’s ability to learn. If your 
child has not yet been screened, please call the district’s Early 
Childhood program at 651-982-8300. 

Immunizations
Before starting kindergarten, all students must have the 
following immunizations:

• DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis): Five doses - the fifth  
      dose needs to be given on or after the child’s fourth  
      birthday

• Polio: Four doses (fourth dose needs to be given on or     
      after the child’s fourth birthday)

• MMR (measles, mumps, rubella): Two doses
• Hepatitis B: Three doses
• Varicella (Chicken Pox): Two doses 

 
For copies of your child’s vaccination records, talk to your 
doctor or call the Minnesota Immunization Information 
Connection (MIIC) at 651-201-5503 or 1-800-657-3970.

Does your child have  
health insurance?

Minnesota Health Care Programs have free 
and low-cost health insurance for children  
and families who qualify. Go online to
www.mnsure.org or www.health.state.
mn.us or call your county office to learn 
more:
Anoka County: 763-422-7246
Chisago County: 651-213-5600
Washington County: 651-430-6459
State law requires school districts to notify all children  
and families of available health coverage through  
Minnesota Health Care Programs (Minnesota Care).



Benefits of All Day, Every Day Kindergarten

All Day, Every Day Kindergarten offers students a chance to  
spend more time with their teacher and additional opportunities  
to develop skills.

Individualization
Teachers have more contact time to get to know each child  
and their individual needs.
Curriculum enrichment 
A full day, every day program allows time for students to  
practice and develop the skills they are learning.
Consistent schedule and classroom environment 
Many students benefit from a consistent schedule. Children  
develop a more in-depth relationship with their teacher, and  
the slower pace allows for more opportunities to practice their  
developing skills.
Participation 
Children can participate in the total school experience, such  
as special events and enrichment activities.

ALL-DAY, EVERY-DAY KINDERGARTEN AT NO COST

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY  
KINDERGARTEN
All Day, Every Day Kindergarten is offered at all of the 
district’s elementary schools at no cost: Central Montessori, 
Columbus, Forest View, Linwood, Lino Lakes, Scandia and 
Wyoming. 
 
The all-day schedule allows students to participate in media,  
music and physical education in addition to their regular 
classroom activities. Furthermore, research has shown that 
students gain benefits in reading, academic testing and social 
skill development. 
 
More information can be found on our website at 
www.flaschools.org. Click on the links for Teaching & 
Learning and kindergarten.

ALL-DAY, EVERY-DAY KINDERGARTEN AT NO COST

What the Research Shows
• When compared to their half-day counterparts, children in all-day kindergarten scored higher on tests and experienced fewer grade retentions. (Clark 2001)

• Full-day students experienced  significantly greater growth in reading prerequisite skills than half-day students. (da Costa 2000)
• Children in all-day kindergarten were more engaged in child-to-child interactions and made significantly higher progress in learning social skills. Those children experienced more independent learning, classroom involvement and productivity in work with peers. 
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SPECIAL  
EDUCATION  
SERVICES
The Forest Lake Area School District evaluates and provides services 
to students with disabilities. If you suspect that your child has a  
disability, please contact the principal of the building your child will 
be attending or the Elementary Special Education Coordinator at 
651-982-3231. 
 
Early intervention can begin before kindergarten and is effective 
in helping young children prepare and make the most of their early 
school years.

SCHOOL AGE CARE
Our School Age Care (SAC) program, called Maroon and Gold Kids’ 
Club, provides high quality before- and after-school care. SAC is 

located on site at all of our elementary schools.
SAC offers a variety of fun, stimulating, 
and enriching opportunities for Pre-K 

through 6th grade students. We strive 
to create meaningful experiences for 
children that complement the school 
day.

SAC is also available to enrolled 
participants on most non-school 
days, and in the summer, at a 

limited number of sites. For more 
information, visit  www.flaschools.org 

and click on “Community Education”  
or call 651-982-8365. A registration 

form for SAC is included at the back of this 
booklet.

              Forest  Lake  Area  Schools
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CENTRAL  
MONTESSORI  
ELEMENTARY
Central Montessori Elementary (CME) is an optional elementary 
program open to all students in the district at no additional cost. 
 
Bus transportation is also provided to all CME students. 
 

CME challenges students through multi-aged classrooms that  
support community, individual and cooperative group learning. 
We understand selecting your child’s school is a big decision, and we 
want to provide you with as much information as possible. 
 
We encourage you to attend Kindergarten Round-Up at your child’s 
home school as well as the CME informational meeting so you have 
all the facts you need to make a good decision for your child. 
 
For more information about CME, please call Principal Kelly  
Lafean at 651-982-3171.

Visit our website at www.flaschools.org
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Inspire the learner; 
ignite the potential

Learn more about our schools on-
line at www.flaschools.org

FOREST LAKE AREA SCHOOLS

ALL-DAY, EVERY-DAY KINDERGARTEN AT NO COST


