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Scandia student to debut in Guthrie 

Theater’s “A Christmas Carol” 
 

FOREST LAKE, MINN. – Scandia Elementary 6th-grader Ben Ross will be making his Guthrie 

Theater debut during this year’s performance of “A Christmas Carol.”  The play will take place 

Nov. 14 through Dec. 30 with Ross playing the roles of Peter Cratchit, School Boy, Fezziwig 

Dancer and Street Boy. 

 

Ross auditioned for the play in August and received a call back for the various roles. Up against 

50 other boys ages 7 to 13, Ross completed the process and was selected for the part of Peter 

Cratchit.  

 

“When I got the email saying that I got into the Guthrie, I was so incredibly happy and then when 

I found out my roles I was thrilled, thankful and tickled,” Ross said.  

 

Melanie Ross, Ben’s mother, was also excited to find out Ben had made it into the Guthrie. 

 

“I was very happy and thrilled Ben would have this incredible opportunity at the Guthrie,” 

Melanie said. “It has been a dream of his for four years and I am very happy and proud of him.”  

 

In an assignment for school entitled, “My Happiest Moment,” Ross stated: “Getting into ‘A 

Christmas Carol’ at the famous Guthrie Theater was a dream come true for me. I saw ‘A 

Christmas Carol’ at the Guthrie Theater four years ago for the first time and I loved it! Ever since 

this time I have wanted to be in this production. I’ve gone to see this show every Christmas 

season and when I watched it, I imagined myself as one of the actors gracefully, gleefully, gliding 

to get ready for the scenes in ‘A Christmas Carol’.”  
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Ross began his acting career when he was 5 years old at Faith Lutheran Church in Forest Lake, 

where he played the role of preschool Jesus in the church’s “Life 101” play.  

 

Both of Ross’s older siblings also like to act and they have all acted together through the Forest 

Lake Community Theatre known as Masquers Theatre Company. Ross has been part of the 

organization’s last four summer productions in children’s programming along with his siblings.  

 

“My favorite part about acting is being able to be a part of something that is really creative,” Ross 

said. “And I like telling the story of the character that I’m playing. I like being with other people 

who share the same interests and like singing, dancing and acting.”  

 
“Ben is blessed with so many wonderful people who have supported him as a young actor,” 

Melanie said. “These include our friends at Masquers Theatre, Faith Lutheran Church and 

Scandia Elementary School.”  

  

Melanie thanked the Guthrie Theater for giving Ben this incredible opportunity to learn and 

perform at the Guthrie.  

 

“I am so grateful to all of the many friends in our Forest Lake community and beyond who have 

showered Ben with encouragement and well-wishes as he embarks on his Dream Come True!” 
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