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Curtis Slater named finalist for Minnesota 
National Distinguished Principal award 

 
FOREST LAKE, MINN. – Wyoming Elementary School Principal Curtis Slater has 
been named a finalist for the Minnesota 2018 National Distinguished Principal award, 
according to a release issued this week by the Minnesota Elementary School Principals’ 
Association (MESPA). 
 
Slater, who has been principal of Wyoming Elementary since July of 2015, is one of 
three finalists. The others are: Darren Schuler, principal of Delano Elementary School, 
and Lisa Pikop, who serves in the Alexandria school district as principal of Garfield 
Elementary, Miltona Science Magnet School, and Carlos Elementary School. 
 
The MESPA selection committee will choose, among the finalists, the winner of the 
award later this spring, following an interview with each candidate on April 27. 
 
“Curtis is certainly deserving of this award,” said Forest Lake Area Schools’ 
Superintendent Steve Massey. “He has been an amazing asset to our district since his 
hiring three years ago, and the energy and dedication he brings to his job every day is an 
inspiration to us all.” 
 
In addition to his outstanding work as an elementary school principal, Slater has been a 
statewide leader in training and promoting Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports 
(PBIS). PBIS offers a framework for teachers and other school staff that allows them to  
provide better supports for all students, particularly those who struggle in academics or 
who exhibit social or behavior issues. 
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Slater has been a Metro Lead Trainer in PBIS since 2007 and has been an administrative 
representative with the state of Minnesota’s PBIS Leadership Team.  
 
“[He] is one of the most passionate, conscientious, giving and nurturing educators who 
holds all, including himself to the highest standards measurable,” wrote Dr. Steven Geis, 
in a letter of reference in support of Slater’s nomination. “Curt is passionate about 
creating the best learning environment for his students and community of learners.” 
 
Slater also has a long history of volunteerism and contributions to the communities in 
which he has worked. He has been active in coaching athletics, working with young 
people, and he currently serves as a school leader in the Wyoming Methodist Church 
Reading Buddy Program. 
 
Slater received his Bachelor of Science degree from Moorhead State University, and he 
earned Master’s degrees in Education and K-12 Educational Administration from St. 
Mary’s University. 
 
Prior to working in the Forest Lake district, he was a teacher at Coon Rapids Middle 
School, a dean at Anoka Middle School and served as an associate principal at both 
Princeton Middle School and Wayzata East Middle School. 
 
More information about the National Distinguished Principal award can be found at the 
MESPA website, at www.mespa.net/ndp. 
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