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FLAHS wins 29th Annual High 
School Supermileage Challenge  

 
FOREST LAKE, MINN. – The Forest Lake Area High School (FLAHS) Supermileage 
team captured first place at the 29th Annual High School Supermileage Challenge on May 
15 – 16 at Brainerd International Raceway.  
 
The team, made up of seniors Calob Miller, Christian Jones and juniors Logan Summer, 
Alex Niemi and Chloe Carter, won the Modified Engine class with a total of 497 miles 
per gallon.  
 
The Supermileage Challenge’s objective, according to the Minnesota Technology and 
Engineering Educators Association’s (MTEEA) website, “is to provide Industrial 
Technology/Technology Education students and MTEEA Clubs with a challenging 
project that allows practical experience in design, fabrication, and testing.” 
 
The logistics of competition are for students and clubs to build a one-person, fuel-
efficient vehicle that is powered by a single cylinder, four-stroke cycle engine and enter 
that vehicle into one of five classes: Stock, Modified, E-85, Experimental and Plug in 
Electric. The vehicle must take two laps around the raceway to be fairly judged for fuel-
efficiency.  
 
The catch, however, is that teams in their first year must compete in the Stock class and 
are only allowed one vehicle.  
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Teams in their second year are allowed two vehicles and can compete in any category, 
teams in their third year are allowed three vehicles, and teams in their fourth year and up 
may enter four vehicles. Each class only competes with vehicles in the same class.      
 
FLAHS is in its fifth year and entered two vehicles. The team spent many days after school 
working on building their cars and getting them ready for competition. Supermileage advisor 
and FLAHS Industrial Technology teacher Kelly Nicholls doesn’t take the competition 
lightly and expects a lot from his students.  
 
“We start this process in October and the kids have to come in everyday after school from 
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.,” Nicholls said. “The most challenging part for them is the time 
commitment. I ask a lot of them early on.”  
 
But the challenge of dedicating their time to coming in after school does not exceed the 
opportunity to do something worthwhile.  
 
“The best thing for me was coming in after school every day and having something to put my 
time towards,” Miller said. “Actually, putting time into something that was worthwhile. This 
is my third year doing it and we worked so hard to get that trophy with a great team. The best 
part was working with the team and getting to learn new stuff.”  
 
“I like when you can go up there and you get a good run,” Summer said.” It feels great when 
you get a good run.”  
 
The students are not just about the race, however. They carry themselves responsibly, have 
great attitudes and are willing to go the extra mile and help others.  
 
“The thing that impresses me the most about these guys is the behind the scenes,” Nicholls 
said. “These guys, if they weren’t working on our cars or racing, they were helping other 
teams fix their cars. I am most proud of that and that I have instilled over the past five years 
the sportsmanship, helping others, and being good patrons for the competition. They want to 
see other cars out on the track as much as they want to race. They helped other schools who 
may have been less fortunate and didn’t have the tools to fix their cars.”  
 
The team did suffer a few setbacks. On May 15, their car suffered race-ending damage due to 
two flat tires and a bent front axle, damage to the steering and a partial rollover. They worked 
hard all night, restored it, and were able to come back on Tuesday and win the competition.  
 
The FLAHS Supermileage team would like to thank their sponsors, Steve and Sandye of 
Carbon Arts and NAPA of Forest Lake for their support this season.  
 
In the past five years, the team has won multiple awards including: the 2013 Quality of 
Craftsmanship award, “Best in Show,” at the Supermileage Challenge; 2014 – both cars won 
first place and the “Design Award” at the Minnesota State Fair; 2017 – the car dubbed 
“Ranger 2” won the MTEEA Supermileage Challenge for the Modified Engine class with a 
total of 497 miles per gallon. 
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