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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 17, 2018 
 

Board votes to close Central 
Montessori Elementary 

 
FOREST LAKE, MINN. – Due to ongoing financial challenges and a projected $2 
million budget shortfall for next year, the Forest Lake Area School Board voted Thursday 
to close Central Montessori Elementary School (CME) at the end of the 2017-2018 
school year. 
 
The vote was 5-1, with Luke Odegaard casting the only opposing vote. Board member 
Julie Corcoran was absent from the meeting.  
 
“These have all been difficult decisions,” said Forest Lake Area Schools Superintendent 
Steve Massey. “All of our district’s programs are important for our students and their 
families. Unfortunately, in light of our current budget situation, Central Montessori is a 
program that can’t be sustained.” 
 
Massey cited the $2 million budget shortfall for next year, of which $1.7 million in 
budget cuts have already been planned. The closing of CME will account for the 
remaining $300,000. 
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“Each of the students currently enrolled in our district have neighborhood schools – all of 
which have, in past years, been named Minnesota Schools of Excellence – that are 
prepared to welcome the former CME students and help them make a successful 
transition into their student body,” Massey said. “We also invite all families who 
currently open-enroll their children to CME to look at all of our wonderful elementary 
programs as possible options. Our district’s staff would be anxious to help them find a 
school that best fits their needs.” 
 
Budget cuts of between $1 million and $2.5 million have, each year, become a regular 
exercise for the district, which has seen reductions totaling nearly $5.5 million during the 
three years prior to this latest round of cuts. 
 
Last year, the district proposed a modest increase in the local school operating levy, 
which did not pass. The school board, at its regular May meeting, voted to once again 
bring a levy increase proposal to the voters this November. That increase would increase 
the current levy of $424 per pupil by an additional $825 per pupil. 
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