
The more you read,
the more you know.

The more you know,
the smarter you grow.

The smarter you grow,
the stronger your voice,

When speaking  
your mind,
or making your choice.

(Highsmith Inc., 2005)

Forest Lake Area Schools

How to Help at Home

As parents, the best things you can do to 
help your child’s literacy development are:

Read to them
Read with them
Encourage them to read independently
Engage in conversation about text
Provide them with pens, pencils, 
erasers, and a notebook to write their 
own stories, lists, or for just jotting 
down ideas
Encourage your child to read back 
what they have written and praise their 
attempts at writing

•
•
•
•
•

•

Literacy Resources

Your child’s teacher, the building 
principal, or district curriculum 
coordinator
Forest Lake Area Schools: 
www.forestlake.k12.mn.us
Your school’s website: Look for the 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS page  
for grade appropriate sites

Early Childhood through 3rd grade

Helping Your Child Learn to Read:
www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/
publications/reading_first2.html
National Association for the Education 
of Young Children: naeyc.org/families/
Helping Your Child Become a Reader: 
www.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/
reader/part4.html

Early Childhood through 6th grade

International Reading Association 
Literacy Links: www.reading.org/
resources/community/links_lit_tp.html
Brain Pop: www.brainpop.com/

•

•

•

•
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Becoming Lifelong 

Readers and Writers

A family guide for literacy education:
Early childhood through sixth grade

Forest Lake Area Schools

6100 N 210th St - Forest Lake, MN 55025 
www.forestlake.k12.mn.us

Forest Lake Area Schools

6100 N 210th St 
Forest Lake, MN 55025 

www.forestlake.k12.mn.us



Minnesota Academic Standards in Language Arts

120 - 150 minutes

CO R E
CURRICULUM

What is it?

Reading Series aligned with MN State 
Academic Standards
Instruction in the five components 
of reading instruction: Phonemic 
Awareness, Phonics, Vocabulary, 
Fluency, and Comprehension

      Why?

      To provide explicit instruction, scope 
and sequence, and common 

language for students 
and teachers.

•

•

RE A D I N G
  What is it?

Differentiated small group instruction 
at students’ instructional level
Independent reading
Partner reading
Teacher read aloud

 Why?

 To apply reading strategies taught in the 
core curriculum and to practice reading 

       using a variety of genres 
and across content areas.

•

•
•
•

WR I T I N G
What is it?

Explicit instruction and a block of time in 
which students write informally and formally 
using the writing process, with emphasis on
6 +1 Traits.

 Why?

To apply spelling, grammar, and word 
building strategies in a meaningful way.

WO R K I N G
WI T H WO R D S

What is it?

Phonics, structural analysis of words, 
vocabulary development and spelling.

 Why?

To help students apply phonics and word 
knowledge to their own reading 

and writing, and to build 
vocabulary.

Explicit instruction 
depending on grade 

level and content
10-30 minutes

Differentiated small 

group instruction:

60 minutes/day; 10-30 
minutes per group
Sustained silent 

reading  
- Primary grades:      
Gradually extend to 15-
20 minutes daily
- Intermediate grades: 
30-45 minutes daily
Partner reading

Teacher read aloud

•

•

•

•

Students write 

DAILY

May include: Response 
journaling, blogging, 
formal writing, etc.

30 minutes

It is important 
to work with words 

and vocabulary 
DAILY

10-20 minutes

Components of a Balanced Literacy Program

Critical Literacy: 

The ability to do something with what one reads;
 this includes using text for communicating, thinking, 
following directions, and problem-solving.

Dear Families,

When you put a book into a 
child’s hands, good things 
happen! Literacy is embedded 
in all aspects of learning and 
builds student success. With a 
partnership between home and 
school, your child will become a 
lifelong reader and writer.  This 
brochure defines the Forest Lake 
Area School’s balanced literacy 
program and provides a guide 
for the home-school connection.

A balanced literacy program 
ensures that the components of 
effective instruction are taught 
through a variety of reading and 
writing experiences.

Our Philosophy:  Forest Lake 
Area Schools, in partnership 
with family and community, 
strive to provide a variety of 
literacy opportunities through 
standards-based curriculum and 
differentiated instruction that 
will allow students to develop 
positive attitudes and become 
effective readers, writers, 
communicators, 
and lifelong learners.

Literacy Standards

FLAS offers a comprehensive 
reading curriculum.  Students learn 
and practice basics and continue to 
develop further understanding of the 
fundamental concepts of literacy.  

The standards covered are:
 

Reading and Literature

Word recognition, analysis and 
fluency
Vocabulary expansion
Comprehension
Literature

•

•

•
•
•

Writing

Types of writing
Elements of composition
Spelling, grammar and usage
Research
Handwriting and word processing

•

•
•
•
•
•

 Speaking, listening, and viewing

Effective verbal and non-verbal 
communication
Information analysis of electronic 
and print media
Effective expression of ideas 
gleaned from print, pictures, audio 
and video

•

•

•

•


